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CONCEPT
THEME

BENCHMARKS:

· Planning principles are evident throughout the magazine.

· The magazine is presented as a package, with design and content working together to unify it.

· The basic content of the magazine is appealing and relevant to its audience.

· The cover contains the magazine and year or volume number, and is easily readable.

· The cover contains elements linked to the inside of the magazine and/or reflects the theme.

· The cover is appealing and eye catching.

· The title page contains artwork or graphics indicative of the theme or content.

· Staff is listed in its entirety effectively.

· Contents page is designed using graphics and/or artwork to enhance eye appeal.

· Contents are grouped logically for easy location of works.

· The contents page contains article titles, credits and page numbers.

· Pages are numbered efficiently.

· Credits are easy to locate and read.

JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON CONCEPT:

LITERARY CONTENT

POETRY

BENCHMARKS:

· The poetry is varied in subject matter.

· Words are chosen carefully to present strong images and actions.

· Poetry is original in its approach.

· Figurative language is used effectively.

· Both standard and free poetry is included, and there is a variety of form.

· Poetry displays an absence of clichés, triteness and obsolete expressions.

ESSAYS/NONFICTION

BENCHMARKS:

· Writing style is appealing to readers.

· Essays are varied in subject matter.

· Issues are clearly stated and supporting evidence is produced to support these issues.

· Topics relate to current issues and audience.

· Essays are well presented with appropriate headlines.

FICTION

BENCHMARKS:

· Plot and characters are believable in the given setting.

· Plot and characters represent an understanding of themes developed in the story.

· Pieces are original in thought.

· Language contributes to tone.

· Pieces are written from a variety of creative perspectives.

· There is evidence of editing that strengthens writing style.

· The plot demonstrates control of elements of time, motivation and dramatic tension.
FEATURES

BENCHMARKS:

· Feature articles relate to audience and and/or current issues.

· Research is obvious, with accurate and well thought out information.

· Articles are well presented, with quotes, actions and emotions incorporated into the article.
· Reviews are well written and include a balance of opinion and fact.

· Headlines reflect the nature of the story.

· Features are presented from a creative angle.

· Leads present the most important angle and are varied in structure.

· Interview articles capture the personality of the person or event.

· Features show evidence of sufficient research.

JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON LITERARY CONTENT:

DESIGN

BENCHMARKS:

· The magazine is visually appealing.

· There is evidence of strong design planning.

· Facing pages are unified to present a strong, double-page spread or are appropriately altered to stand alone.

· Margins are used effectively and consistently.

· White space is utilized to blend with elements.

· Lines, boxes, gray areas and other art elements are used to link elements together and balance pages.

· Each spread contains a dominant element that draws readers and makes literary content more appealing.

· Fonts and sizes are used consistently and are easy to read.

· Initial lettering and credits blend with copy and headline.

· Headlines are creative and interesting.

· Long contributions are jumped effectively.

· Paper stock is appropriate for the artwork and copy included.

· Headlines attract readers and don’t simply label articles.

JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON DESIGN:

VISUAL CONTENT

ARTWORK

BENCHMARKS:

· Artwork is used creatively and in good taste.

· Artwork obviously reflects the copy with which it is placed.

· Artwork is creative instead of imitative and restrained.

· A variety of media is used (ink, pencil, watercolor).

· Artwork shows strong visual technique.

PHOTORAPHY

BENCHMARKS:

· All photographs are in focus, clean, clear, not muddy and lack digital noise.

· The degree of focus and/or depth of field aids the desired effect.

· Photographs are original and creative.

OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS

BENCHMARKS:

· Visuals and copy are used evenly and complement each other.

· Evidence of good composition is present in visual content.

· Every feature photograph has a caption that complements the story and identifies all people.

· There are a variety of techniques used in art and photography, given the publication’s budget.

JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON VISUAL CONTENT:

JUDGE’S SUMMARY

OVERALL EVALUATION:

( All Alabama

This is ASPA’s highest rating. All-Alabama publications demonstrate excellence in all areas.

( Superior

Publications that receive a superior rating demonstrate excellence in most areas.

( Honor

ASPA’s Honor rating is awarded to publications that demonstrate a basic understanding of yearbook principles.

( Merit

Publications awarded Merit rating meet general standards but lack depth in some areas.

