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School: _________________________
Website: ______________________
Enrollment: ______________________


This website has been awarded the following honor:

 All Alabama
 Superior
 Honor
 Merit




ASPA Website Scorebook

The Alabama Scholastic Press Association is a service activity of the University of Alabama’s College of Communication and Information Sciences. One of the association’s projects is providing annual critiques of high school newspapers, magazines, yearbooks, websites and broadcast journalism programs. Out-of-state scholastic journalism and media professionals who understand the challenges of secondary journalism evaluate these publications. Websites submitted for critiquing are returned to the school with comments. Remarks are based on criteria contained within the scorebook, although most judges go beyond the criteria to provide insightful thought on ways to improve future publications. Advisers and student editors are encouraged to use these suggestions to design award-winning publications of their own.

We recognize that the move online has been a relatively new one for most schools, and the vast majority of staffs are working to create these sites in addition to the work they are doing with their staff newspaper, yearbook, broadcast or literary magazine. We have asked our judges to act accordingly when evaluating websites.

This scorebook was adapted and created with permission from the National Scholastic Press Association using the ideas and standards set forth by NSPA through their critique scoresheet and guidebook. For more information visit NSPA at http://studentpress.org/nspa/.

Awards and certificates

[bookmark: _GoBack]Results of critiques are announced at the annual ASPA state convention to be held Feb. 13-14 at the University of Alabama. Certificates are presented in four award categories: All-Alabama, Superior, Honor, and Merit. The All-Alabama designation is given to websites judged far superior to other publications.






Alabama Scholastic Press Association
Journalism Department
University of Alabama
Box 870172
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0172
205-348-ASPA (2772)
aspa.ua.edu


CONTENT AND COVERAGE

BENCHMARKS:

This category takes an overall look at the site and its coverage and content. The strongest sites should have a variety of ways they are getting information to their readers from stories and photos to video and multimedia. Sites should also strive to have a variety of content and coverage from opinion and news to sports and features. Sites should be updated frequently and not seem to simply be updated once a month with stories from their print product. Having said that, please remember that most staffs have added the Web work in addition to maintaining their print and/or broadcast products. With all content and coverage, journalistic legal and ethical standards should be followed. (Please note any site that you feel may have infringed on copyright violations, ranging from audio to photos on the site. Any site infringing on copyrights is ineligible to gain the top ranking.)

JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES AND RECOMMENDATION FOR IMPROVEMENT OF CONTENT AND COVERAGE:




























BREAKING NEWS

BENCHMARKS:

Sites should be updated frequently with stories  of interest to the school population. Schools should strive to post something new daily and have a way to let their readers know what content is new and fresh. The Web site should not just be  a regurgitation of the monthly newspaper and should have a different focus than other student media outlet at the school.


JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES AND RECOMMENDATION FOR IMPROVEMENT OF BREAKING NEWS:





























DESIGN AND NAVIGATION

BENCHMARKS:

Sites can be created using a variety of means from Dreamweaver to Wordpress. Using templates to create sites is fine, though staffs should strive to use templates simply as a starting point to create their site from, making the necessary modifications to the template to best suite the staff’s needs and set itself apart from other sites. Design and navigation should be clean and aid readers in moving through the site and finding the content they want and need.

JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES AND RECOMMENDATION FOR IMPROVEMENT OF DESIGN AND NAVIGATION:



























INTERACTIVITY 
AND COMMUNITY


BENCHMARKS:

The strongest sites should work to engage their audience in multiple ways. This can be done through, but not limited to, anything from comment boxes, polls, social networks, interactive chats, discussion boards, galleries with user submissions, contest, etc.

JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES AND RECOMMENDATION FOR IMPROVEMENT OF INTERACTIVITY AND COMMUNITY:






























RICH MEDIA

BENCHMARKS: Websites should be utilized to disseminate information in a variety of ways, from stories and photos to audio and video. Multimedia and other non-traditional story telling components should be utilized to help relay the information to readers.

JUDGES COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES AND RECOMMENDATION FOR IMPROVEMENT OF INTERACTIVITY AND COMMUNITY:









JUDGE’S SUMMARY
	
OVERALL EVALUATION:













 All Alabama
This is ASPA’s highest rating. All-Alabama websites demonstrate excellence in all areas.
 Superior
Websites that receive a superior rating demonstrate excellence in most areas.
 Honor
ASPA’s Honor rating is awarded to websites that demonstrate a basic understanding of yearbook principles.
 Merit
Websites awarded Merit rating meet general standards but lack depth in some areas. 
