Contest and critique winners will be announced at the ASPA State Convention Feb. 13-14, 2015 on the University of Alabama campus, as well as winners of the senior awards. 

To be considered for the awards, seniors must have at least a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale and have participated in high school journalism for at least one year. Applicants may be involved in any media activity – newspapers, yearbooks, literary magazines, magazines, broadcast and Web-based or multimedia journalism. Seniors can apply for multiple awards with a single portfolio (see our portfolio checklist). 

Awards and critiques for schools not represented at State Convention will be mailed to the school after the event. E-mail aspa@ua.edu with questions.

The deadline for the following awards is Jan. 31, 2015:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note: The national Journalist of the Year guidelines have recently changed. The Alabama Journalist of the Year goes on to compete for the JEA/NSPA Journalist of the Year. We will accept Journalist of the Year entries this year in either format - using the ASPA guidelines or the national JEA/NSPA guidelines.
ASPA Senior Awards are for Alabama high school seniors who work with scholastic media of any type. Seniors can apply and compete to be named:

· Journalist of the year

· Broadcast Journalist of the Year, given by the Alabama Broadcasters Association

· Rick Bragg Award for Feature Writing, the state’s top scholastic feature writer
This award will be given to the senior who has demonstrated excellence in feature writing throughout his or her high-school career.  To enter, a student will include at least three examples of feature writing. Rick Bragg is a winner of the Pulitzer Prize for his work at The New York Times and a professor in UA’s Department of Journalism. He is a recipient of the Clarence Cason Award, the Department of Journalism’s annual prize for nonfiction.

· Bailey Thomson Editorial Writer Award, the state’s top editorial/opinion writer.  The award will be given to the senior who has demonstrated excellence in editorial or opinion writing. To enter, the student’s portfolio should include at least three examples of editorial or opinion writing. The late Bailey Thomson was a prize-winning editorial writer for the Mobile Press-Register and a professor of journalism at UA. Thomson was a recipient of the Clarence Cason Award.

· J.B. Stevenson Scholarship: The portfolios of the winners of the Thomson, Bragg and Journalist of the Year awards – in addition to winning $250 each – will be submitted to the Alabama Press Association for consideration for a $2,500 college scholarship. The winner must plan to major in journalism. The Alabama Press Association honors the late J.B. Stevenson, the son of John Stevenson, publisher and editor of The Randolph Leader in Roanoke, Ala. J.B. Stevenson made a lasting impression on the journalism community while in middle school and high school. 
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