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SCHOLASTIC



ASPA Individual Student Contest Categories and Guidelines

NOTE: There is a $5.00 fee per entry for individual student contests. 
To expedite processing and ensure that your entries are judged/critiqued correctly, please follow these tips: 

1. Make copies of entry form and attach one form to each entry 

2. Staple individual entries to forms 

3. Group individual entries by category

Due to the volume of entries received, ASPA will not return individual entries. 
Thank you!
Judging procedure
Individual categories are designed to recognize outstanding achievement by individual staff members. Please note the descriptions and outlines for all categories. All entries will be judged on accuracy, completeness, fairness, creativity, clarity, precision, and appropriate form. The judges will choose a first, second, third, and sometimes an honorable mention winner. 

Categories and Guidelines
NEWSPAPER
News Story
News stories should report but not interpret events that have news value and timeliness to the publication’s readers. This category includes advanced and follow-up stories.
Feature Story
Acceptable feature story types include human interest, descriptive, personality profiles, informative and how-to stories. 

Sports Story
May include news, game coverage, or column. 

Editorial
Can be house or op-ed. 

Column Editorial 
House editorials should represent the opinions of the staff or editor on a timely news matter of concern to the school, community, state, nation, or world. In addition to providing the viewpoint of the staff or writer, editorials provide facts and reasoning behind the opinion. 

Column General
Columns must carry bylines or other writer identification and appear in every issue or on a regular basis. A series of columns throughout the year stapled together is considered one entry. All columns (entertainment, humor, etc.) that are not sports columns or editorial commentary (see above) may be entered in this category. Exactly three columns by a single writer qualify as one entry. Single column entries will not be accepted. 

Review
Reviews should present opinions, observations and evaluations of films, books, television 
programs, recordings, concerts, plays, restaurants and other things of interest to the paper’s market. 

Advertising 
This category includes student-designed and student-written advertisements. Judging will be based on originality, creativity, design, appeal, and perceived effectiveness. Submit the entry on its tear sheet from the newspaper (or a copy of the yearbook page on which it falls) and designate the ad with neat markings. 

Art or Graphic 
This category includes artwork or information graphics used to enhance any news, feature, or sports article. Submit tear sheet showing how the graphic was used with the original. May also include a comic strip that is original to a student artist. 

News Photo 
Photos in this category should be non-portrait, non-sports photos of on-the-spot coverage of an event that has news value and timeliness. 

Sports Photo 
Any non-portrait photo directly related to sporting events may be entered in this category. 

Feature Photo
Photos should be non-portrait, non-sports photos that create a special effect or entertain, appeal to the emotions and accompany a feature story or stand along on a page with a cutline. 

Page One/Cover/Spread Design 
One or two pages may be submitted. Layouts will be judged on content, design, originality, creativity, and overall use of space. 

LITERARY MAGAZINE
Cover Design 
This category includes hand or computer-generated artwork or photography used on the cover. Submit a copy of the cover. 

Poetry 
Original poems with the author’s byline may be submitted. 

Fiction (long) 
Original long story with the author’s byline may be submitted. 

Fiction (short) 
Original short story with the author’s byline may be submitted. 

Poetry Spread Design 
One or two pages may be submitted. Layouts will be judged on content, design, originality, creativity, and overall use of space. 

Student Art
Non-Fiction Layout 
One or two pages may be submitted. Layouts will be judged on content, design, originality, creativity, and overall use of space. 

Art Portfolio
Include 3-5 entries of original art. 

Landscape Photo 
Feature Photo 
Portrait Photo 
Photography Portfolio 
Submit 3-5 photographs. 

Humor
Original humor stories with the author’s byline may be submitted. 

Drama 
Theme Development 
One or two pages may be submitted. Layouts will be judged on content, design, originality, creativity, and overall use of space. 

Fiction Layout 
One or two pages may be submitted. Layouts will be judged on content, design, originality, creativity, and overall use of space. 

BROADCAST
Newscast
News Anchor 
Sports Anchor 
Spot News Coverage 
Sports Reporting 
This category can include both sports news and sports feature broadcast packages. 

Feature Reporting 
Acceptable feature package types include human interest, descriptive, personality profiles, informative, and how-to-stories. 

YEARBOOK
Cover Design 
This category includes hand or computer-generated artwork or photography used on the cover. Submit cover or a copy. 

Theme Development 
Include three to five pages that demonstrate yearbook theme. Judged on design, creativity, originality, use of space and continuity. 

Division Pages (all) 
Include all division pages. Judged on design, creativity, originality, use of space and continuity. 

Student Life Spread
Include three to five samples of page spread. Spreads will be judged on content, design, originality and creativity. 

Sports Spread 
Include three to five samples of page spread. Spreads will be judged on content, design, originality and creativity. 

Academic Spread 
Include three to five samples of page spread. Spreads will be judged on content, design, originality and creativity. 

Organization Spread 
Include three to five samples of page spread. Spreads will be judged on content, design, originality and creativity. 

Class Section 
Include three to five samples of page spread. Spreads will be judged on content, design, originality and creativity. 

Sports Photo
Submit any non-portrait photo directly related to sporting events. 

Feature Photo 
Photos should be non-portrait, non-sports photos that create a special effect or entertain, appeal to the emotions and accompany a feature story or stand alone on a page with a cutline. 

Advertising Section 
This category includes student-designed and student-written advertisements. Judging will be based on originality, creativity, design, appeal, and perceived effectiveness. 

Copy Writing (portfolio) 
Include 3-5 samples of copywriting that demonstrate strong copywriting. Judged on clarity, style, completeness and appropriate form. 

Caption Writing (portfolio) 
Submit captions that have been written for three to five photographs (all written by the same student). Also include the photographs. 

